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At times when the economy is under stress, it can be useful to turn to lessons from the 
past to search for solutions to current problems. Although the most recent downturn often 
has been called “unprecedented” analogs to our present dilemma clearly have been 
documented in earlier eras. Here the author revisits the challenges faced by other 
civilizations and notes both similarities to today’s turmoil, as well as choices, for better 
or worse, that our ancestors made when they faced adversity. 
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